159

says that if it is one that becomes two and later on becomes
^oried*, then no account is taken of uniting- If it is a case
of two becoming one, it will imply tnat one of the two ceases
to exist, as there is no other way of understanding things
two in number coming to be one-30 If however it be said
that there is no becoming one at all, says Umapati, there is
no question of uniting If the two are not united, then there
is no union. If however the union of the two is explained
jn the way in which iron becomes one with fire is explai-
ned, then certain consequences follow- Among the two enti-
ties the one should partake unreservedly of the nature of the
other- As iron in fire acquires the full function of fire, so
the soul in union with God should acquire all His powers
and perform the cosmic functions' I his however is untenable.
So the only adequate simi'e that suggests itself to understand
the significance of this oneness is the same in which one
has been 'one' with ignorance- Following Umapati, Ti^yuma-
navar also describes the union of soul with anciva in the
same manner.31 When the soul is one with ignorance what
is implied is that it stands as ignorance itself and not as one
which is affected by the impurity called mala. Anciva mala
obscures the intelligence of the soul in such a way that it is
not even conscious of its individuality* It is like the eye en-
shrouded in darkness where it is intelligible to say that it is
indeed darkness. In the same manner the soul experiences the
Supreme Being by being one with it*

The question arises regarding the status of PaS^, when the
soul is liberated. The soul that is one with God, does not
cease to exist in release, if p^^ endures with its finitizing
function^ there is no manifestation of Infinite knowledge- If
P^Sa is destroyed in the state of release, then it is not a reality.
Umapati says that just as the destruction of the soul is incon-
ceivable, the destruction of  the reality of pasd is also
inconceivable.32 "Ihe eternal p^a <jofcs rot cease to exist.83
What is destroyed, is its power- It may be recalled here that